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iUnder the Devil’s Spell offers compelling new evidence of witchcraft’s variety across early

modern Europe. Powerfully brought to life through the translations of their trial records, we
meet the wizard-priest Guglielmo Campana, the prostitute and sorceress Bernardina Stadera,
and other victims of the Inquisition’s campaign against magic.
Stuart Clark, author of Thinking with Demons. The Idea of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe

With masterly strokes, Matteo Duni evokes a picture of the great stage of early modern 
witchcraft. Combining scholarly rigor with accessible language, he unfolds before our eyes the
stories of women, men and institutions involved in the drama that marked Christian Europe for
three centuries.
Dinora Corsi, University of Florence

In this study of witchcraft and sorcery, Matteo Duni places us in the midst of a 
culture war that raged across Europe for much of the early modern period, occupying the 
attention of authorities both religious and secular, generating thousands of books, treatises, and
trial records, and claiming tens of thousands of victims.
Dennis Romano, author of The Likeness of Venice. A Life of Francesco Foscari

Matteo Duni has dedicated many years
to the study of Inquisition trials against 
witches during the Italian Renaissance. He
has acquired an in-depth knowledge of
primary archival material as well as of
the philosophical and theological debate
that accompanied the beginning of the
witch-hunts in the peninsula. The works
he has published so far (a book Tra 
religione e magia, Florence, Olschki,
1999, and various articles) clearly establish
his reputation as one of the leading 
scholars in the field of witchcraft studies.
Duni teaches Italian history and a course
on witchcraft for Syracuse University in
Florence.

Under the Devil’s Spell
Witches, Sorcerers, and the
Inquisition in Renaissance Italy

Between the fifteenth and the sixteenth
centuries in Europe, the golden years of
the Renaissance coincided with the out-
break of the witch-hunt. Tens of thou-
sands of women and men were burned at
the stake as the human allies of the devil:
witches. However, witch-hunts were rela-
tively rare on the Italian peninsula, where
the Holy Inquisition seemed particularly
concerned with the omnipresent activities
of sorceresses and magicians of a less
threatening type.
This book reconstructs the activity of

the “tribunal of the faith” in the northern
Italian states during the period 1400-
1600, analyzing the ideology of its judges,
and taking a closer look at the Italian
witches and their clientele. For the first
time the English-language reader will be
offered direct access to this little-known
world through a large selection of translat-
ed Inquisition trials from the rich State
Archives of Modena.
Students of early modern culture and

religion will discover how magic was
employed habitually through a wide vari-
ety of composite spells and enchantments:
folklore, Catholic ritual, and books of
demonic conjurations offered wizards and
healers countless sources of inspiration
for their practices. Readers interested in
social and gender history will learn how
magic and witchcraft comprised an inte-
gral part of daily life in early modern
Italy, as well as a means for contacts and
communication between diverse worlds,
where wealthy aristocrats and petty shop-
keepers, refined intellectuals and crafty
prostitutes, rich bishops and clever priests
all rubbed shoulders while attempting to
improve their lot by magical means.
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